As a community, we are responsible
for protecting and supporting our most
vulnerable members: our children. BestSelf
Behavioral Health is in the final stages of
a crucial $12.5 million capital campaign to
relocate and expand the Scott Bieler Child
Advocacy Center (CAC) and BestSelf's
administrative offices. This effort is not just a
physical expansion; it’s a lifeline for children
who have suffered from sexual abuse,
violence, and trauma in Erie County.

In our community, child abuse is
alarmingly prevalent, with 3,000 children
reporting abuse each year. Erie County has
the second highest number of reported child
abuse cases in New York State despite being
ranked eighth in terms of population. The
CAC provides essential early intervention
services to help children heal from trauma
and grow into healthy adults, significantly
improving their life trajectories.

THE BUSINESS CASE FOR SUPPORTING
THE CAC

For business community members,
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supporting the CAC is not just a
philanthropic gesture—it's a strategic
investment in the future. Here's why:

1. Long-Term Economic Benefits: Addressing
childhood trauma early can prevent long-
term costs associated with untreated
trauma, including increased healthcare
expenses, lost productivity, and higher
criminal justice costs. By investing
in this vital resource, businesses can
help alleviate future challenges for the
community.

2. Community Stability and Growth:
Healthy, well-supported children grow
into productive, contributing members
of society. By ensuring our children
have the resources to overcome trauma,
we are building a stronger, more stable
community that benefits the community.

HOW TO GET INVOLVED

BestSelf is deeply grateful for supporters
like Scott Bieler, who have recognized the
importance of the CAC's mission to our

community and have already invested in
children’s mental health. “This building will
continue to symbolize hope, a sanctuary
for those seeking support, and a place
where healing and growth are possible. | am
honored to be part of BestSelf's incredible
journey and look forward to witnessing
our partnership’s impact on countless
lives.” However, there are still numerous
opportunities for businesses to contribute.
Companies can:

e Purchase Naming Rights: Leave a legacy
by putting your company’s name on a part
of our new facility.

e Sponsor events: Gain visibility and show
your support by sponsoring one of our
events. BestSelf will host multiple events
this year, benefitting the CAC.

¢ Attend Events: Purchase tickets to one
of our events, like the June 17 Golf
Tournament at Orchard Park Country Club
or the December Holiday Shopping “at
its best” held at the Buffalo Club. You can
also get involved by serving on one of our
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committees or donating an auction item!

o Volunteer: BestSelf offers numerous
community outreach opportunities
throughout the year, allowing people to
participate and make a difference.

The national CAC model, which the
Erie County CAC follows, involves a
multidisciplinary team (MDT) approach.
This includes partnerships with medical
professionals, legal advisors, police, and
Child Protective Services (CPS). This holistic
approach ensures that every aspect of
a child’s recovery is addressed, offering
comprehensive support for the children and
their families.

Investing in the CAC is an investment in
our community’s future. As we approach the
final leg of our capital campaign, we call on
the business community to rally together
to help us reach our goal. Together, we can
ensure that every child in Erie County has
the chance to heal, grow, and thrive.

For more information on how to
contribute or get involved, please contact
Jean Cropp, Director of Development,
JCropp@bestselfwny.org

Join us in this vital mission. Your support
can make a difference to the children and
families in our neighborhood.
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